	Written Speech



	


	CATEGORY 
	4 - Above Standards 
	3 - Meets Standards 
	2 - Approaching Standards 
	1 - Below Standards 
	Score 

	Focus or Thesis Statement 
	The introduction leads up to the thesis statement, which occurs in the last sentence of the introduction and focuses the topic of the essay. 
	The thesis statement occurs somewhere in the introductory paragraph. 
	The introductory paragraph contains only a thesis statement. 
	There is no clear thesis statement. 
	  

	Evidence and Examples 
	Each paragraph contains clear topic and concluding sentences, using at least two concrete details with at least one commentary for each. 
	Each paragraph has at least two concrete details with at least one commentary for each. 
	There are concrete details, but they are not adequately supported by commentary. 
	Evidence and examples are NOT relevant AND/OR are not explained. 
	  

	Use of Rhetorical Devices 
	The author uses parallelism, re-statement and rhetorical questioning. 
	The author uses two of the required rhetorical devices, underlining them and noting them in the margin. 
	The author does not underline and note the use of rhetorical devices. 
	The author uses none of the required rhetorical devices. 
	  

	Mechanics 
	Author makes few or no errors in grammar, spelling or punctuation that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes a few errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes several errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes numerous errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	  

	Closing paragraph 
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader solidly understanding the writer's position. Effective restatement of the position statement begins the closing paragraph. 
	The conclusion is recognizable. The author's position is restated within the first two sentences of the closing paragraph. 
	The author's position is restated within the closing paragraph, but not near the beginning. 
	There is no conclusion - the paper just ends. 
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